Benefits of the CO2 laser in oral hemangioma excision.
Twenty-one patients with small localized oral cavity hemangiomas of the lips, tongue, and buccal mucosa are reported in this series. Although the lesions were not massive or high-flow/high-pressure vascular tumors, the simultaneous cutting and coagulation capabilities of the CO2 laser were demonstrated, rendering such excisional surgery more precisely and easily accomplished with a great deal less bleeding and a marked reduction in postoperative pain and edema. Many of the patients in this series were done as outpatients under local anesthesia. Results were acceptable and complications were minimal. Thus this laser is recommended both for the patient care and comfort aspects and the ability to render oral cavity hemangioma excisional surgery much more safely and easily done with a significant decrease in hospital utilization and overall medical expenses.